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Report accepted by the 


SCHOOL COMMITTEE. 


0900S OOOO 1 


At a meeting of the School Committee for the Town of Boston, on Thursday the 8th April, A. D. 1819, 
at the Selectmen’s Room, in Fanueil-Hall, a Committee, consisting of PETER O. THACHER, 
BENJAMIN RUSSELL, and SAMUEL DORR, Esquires, made the following 


REPORT. 


THE Committee, who were instructed “to consider the 
expediency of forming School Districts in the town, and of mak- 
ing provision for occupying the Boylston School House and Frank- 
lin Hall,” having attended to the duty assigined to them, ask leave 
respectfully to report;——-That by the location of the Schools in 
different sections of the town, it is apparent, it was intended to 
consult the convenience of all the inhabitants ; and it is to be pre- 
sumed that, io general, children will be sent to the school which 
is nearest to their places of residence, if care is bestowed in the 
selection of masters, and they are required to discharge with fidel- 
ity the duties of instruction. But as no local limits have been as- 
signed to the several schools, many lads are found in all of them, 
who come from distant quarters of the town, and. as no limitation 
has been hitherto put to the number of pupils, which may be re- 
ceived into them, it must often happen, that children living ia the 
vicinity of a school are excluded therefrom, or subjected to great 
inconvenience in their attendance. It seems therefore to be ne- 
cessary, either that the town should be formed into school districts, 
or that the School Committee should, wherever a necessity exists, 
exercise the power, which they undoubtedly possess, of prescrib- 
ing what schools the children may attend, and the number 
pils which may be received into them. 

The schools are now, in a great decrec, distinct from and in- 
dependent of each other—the writing being composed of children 
from various reading schools, and the reading, of children from the 
various writing schools. In some instances, likewise, children 
attend a writing school without going to any reading school, and 
the reverse. In the opinion of your Committee, it would tend to 
promote the order of the schools, if each should be considéred as 
consisgog of two divisions—oue for writing and arithmetick, and 
the other for reading and the other branches of an English educa- 
tion, which are now usually taught in them; that when a child 
enters one of these divisions, he shall be considered a member of, 
and be required to attend the other, and that the masters of both 
shall have a concurrent jurisdiction over all the pupils, in respect 
to discipline and instruction. One good effect, which would arise 
from such regulation, would be, to create in the parents a greater 
interest in the character, qualifications and attention of the masters, 
so that the School Committee would probably have earlier notice, 
than they can now obtain, if any of the masters should prove to 
be deficient io the talents for instruction, or fail to give satisfaction 
to the public. By the establishment of the Boylston School, and 
by fitting the Frankiin Hall for a writing school, the School Com- 
miltee have, on their part, attended to the wishes and wants of the 
town :—and it seems to be a favorable opportunity to form the 
schools into divisions, and to commence a system, which will tend 
to preserve order and discipline, and te promote equality among 
the schools in point both of numbers and instruction: Whatever 
regulations may be necessary to effect these valuable objects must, 
in the opinion of your Committee, be regarded by the inhabitants 
of the town with approbation, and will receive their support. 

The Committee find, upon inquiry, that great inequality in 
point of numbers exists in different schools—some exceeding four 
hundred pupils. others not centaining more than half that number. 
Ofthose who attend daily, the numbers vary from one hundred to 
two hundred and sixty. This inequality throws an unequal bur- 
den on some of the’masters, and, let it arise from whatever cause, 
it ought to be corrected. 

As a writing school is to be opened in Franklin Hall, and Mr. 
Snelling’s school is to be removed from School-street, your Con:- 
mittee ask leave to suggest a remark on this subject. A very large 
Proportion of Mr. Webb’s scholars come from the south part of 
the town and attend Mr. Payson’s English school. So far as the 
schools have been heretofore connected, those of Mr. Webb and 
Mr. Payson have been branches of each other. 
Will apply to the schools of Mr. Haskell and Mr. Snelling.—Your 
Committee therefore recommend, that Mr. Webb should take 
charge of the writing division of the Franklin school, and Mr. Snel- 


of pu- 





A similar remark ° 


ling of the writing diviston of the Centre School. This will se- 
cure to the south part of the town an excellent writing master, and 
a full school. Mr. Snelling wi'l ‘continue to take charge of the 
same school, which he has for many years instrusted, and in a situ- 
ation which will be more favorable for the improvement of his pu- 
pils, and for the display of his talents for instruction. 

With a view, therefore, to the various objects which are above 
suggested, and in performance of their duty, your Committee pro- 
pose for adoption the following regulations, viz :—— 4 

1. Phat each of the Schools shall hereafter consist of two di- 
visions, viz. one for writing and arithmetic, and the other for read- 
ing and @ other branches of an Evglish Education, which are 
usually taught in the schools, and that these divisions shall be ac- 
commodated in separate apartments of the same building. . 

2. That the School in Nassau-street shall hereafter, in hovor 
of Dr. Bayjamin Franxtin, the distinguished Benefactor and 
Patron of our Schools, be called the Franxirw ScHoot. 

3. That the children, who attend the reading division of the 
Franklin School, shall, from and after the 20th day of April cur- 
rent, attend the writing division of the same; that a similar rule 
shall apply to the childreu attending the respective divisions of the 
Centre School, the Boylston School, the West School, and the 
North School; that no pupil shall hereafter be received except 
on this principle, and that the Masters be enjoined to unite in car- 
rying the same into operation. P 

4. But to prevent inconvenience, if the parents or guardians 
of any children, who now attend the schools, shall express to the 
Committee, in writing, a desire (hat their children shall continue 
their course of instruction under their present masters, the forego- 
ing regulation shall not apply to such children. ; 

5. That a school shall be deemed to be full when it consists 
of three hundred pupils, and co master shall be authorized to take 
more, while a less number belong to, or do not usually attend the 
other schools. 2 

6. That whenever a school shall be found, after the 20th day 
of April current, to contain more than theee hundred pupils, while 
any other school has not an equal number, the Committee of the 
school shall remove such of the pupils as will, in their judgment, 
suffer least inconvenience from the change. And further, whenev- 
er it shall be found that children living iu the vicinity of a school 
are excluded therefrom, by reason that pupils have been received 
from distant seotions of the town, it shall be the duty of the Com- 
mittee of the school to cause such pupils to be removed, and sent 
to the schools which are nearest to their places of residence, or to 
some other schoot which is not full. 

7. That the several masters be required to make monthly re- 
turns, during the present year, and at the close of each month, to 
the Secretary of the School Committee, of the uumber of pupils on 
their lists, and how many upen an average have attended daily ; 
and that the returns in the month of May contain the names of the 
pupils, and of the streets in which they respectively reside. F 

8. That Masters be elected to the Boylston School, which 
shall be opened for Scholars on the 20th day of April current, of 
which public notice shall be given, and applications for admission 
be made to the Masters that shall be elected. 

9. That on the 20th April current, Mr. Snelling’s Writing 
School in School-street be discontinued, and that he, on that day, 
take charge of the Writing division of the Centre School; aud 
that, upon the same day, Mr. Webb take charge of the Writing 


division of the Franklin School. 


10. That the basement story of the Boylston School, and the 
basement story of the Latio Grammar Schvol, be appropriated for 


the purposes of those Schools respectively, till the further order of 
this Committee. 


Signed, per order, 


P. 0. THACHER, : Chairman. 
Boston, April: 2, 1B}9. 
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for that of the bovs. 


wai a ere 
_ first place, to the expediency, and in the second, to the practicability, 


of the measure proposed. 

In the first place, in regard to the general expediency of placing 
women, in respect to education, upon ground, if not equal, at least 
bearing a near and an honourable relation, to that of men, in any 
community, your committee think that no doubt can, at this day, 
be entertained by those who consider the weight of female influ- 
ence in society, in every stage of moral and intellectual advance- 


/ ment; and especially by those who consider the paramount and 


HIGH SCHOOL FOR GIRLS. 


abiding influence of mothers upon every successive generation of 
men, during the earliest years of their life, and those years in which 
so much, or so little, is done, towards forming moral character, and 
giving the mind a direction and an impulse towards usefulness and 


_ happiness in after life. As to the general expediency, then, of giv- 


ing women such an education as shall make them fit wives for well 
educated men, and enable them to exert a salutary influence upon 


_ the rising generation, as there can be no doubts, your committee 


Tis school is intended to supply a deficiency in the provi- 
sions for public instruction in this city, which has been long felt and 
regretted. The English High School has been in successful ope- 
ration, since 1821; and the satisfactory result of this experiment, 
prepared the way for the establishment of the High School for 
Girls. | Our system of public schools, for the instruction of boys, 
may be pronounced complete; and the liberal manner in which it is 
supported, is equally honourable and beneficial to the city. It is no 
exaggeration to say, that every boy in Boston, whatever may be 
the character and condition of his parents, may receive a thorough 
course of instruction,—not only in the lower and more common 
branches of knowledge, but also in classical literature and the 
sciences,—in the schools supported at the public expense; and that 
he may acquire in them an education, as valuable, at least, as can 
be acquired at many respectable colleges in our country,—an 
education both liberal and practical, which will well fit him for the 


active duties of life. 


While they, to whom the superintendence of the public schools 
is committed, have been assiduously and successfully labouring to~~’ 
elevate the character and extend the usefulness of these schools, 
the interesting subject of female education has neither been over- 
looked nor neglected. Many important and salutary improvements 
have been introduced into this department of the system. With 
new motives for diligent exertions in their studies, the girls have 
found themselves in possession of more equal advantages in the 
Grammar schools, . Still, it must be granted, that the public provis- 
ions for their instruction, have been less liberal and complete, than | 


The disparity. in this particular, has evidently 
been too great. Four months in the year they are excluded, very 

- properly it is true, from the Grammar schools; and beyond these 

schools the city has hitherto taken no care of their education. This 
has been regarded as a defect by all, who know any thing of the 

_ influence of females upon the manners and habits of society, both 
in a moral and intellectual point of view, and who justly appreciate 

_ the importance of educating them-well, that their influence may be 
exerted, with full efficacy, on the side of virtue and refinement. Pa- 
rents, especially, who have wished their daughters to prosecute 

_ their studies further than the nature and the arrangements of the. | 

_ Grammar schools will permit, have deeply felt the want of an — 

institution, where instruction in the higher branches of educa- 

tion might be obtainéd. There is no want of private schools, of | 

| this description; but the necessary“expense of these, closes them ’ 

_ against many, whose daughters would be ornaments to any family 

_ or any society. < 8 Ry 2 fae 

__ The motives which influenced the authorities of the city to insti- 

| tute the High School for Girls, the general principles upon which — 

| 


_ it is to be organized and conducted, and the branches.of education _ 
_ to be pursued, may be learned from the following interesting docu- + 
ments, extracted from the records of the School Committee. It is. 
_ a consideration highly gratifying to ‘the friends of the institution, © 
_ that the various measures, relative to its establishment, have been © 
_ attended, with a unanimity almost unprecedented. “Sale| 


Ar a meeting of the School Committee, held May 10. 1825, on 
| motion of ‘the secretary, it was ota 
_ Voted, That a committee be raised to consider the expediency and 

practicability of establishing a public school for the instruction of - 
_ gurls in the higher departments of science and literature; and to _ 
report upon the same to this board. 





| ‘ \ 
Voted, That this committee consist of Messrs. Welsh, Pierpont, — 
, Bassett, and Hayward. , Rca a) 
| * At a meeting of the board, held June 22. the report of this 
» committee was read, and unanimously accepted. et l 
Mets ; 4 
" Extracts from the Report, qe 
“Tire committee, appointed to consider the expediency and prac-~ ' 
ticability of instituting a school for the instruction of the female , 
children of this city, in the higher departments of science and lite- 
rature, have had under their consideration the matter referred to 
them, and ask leave to report to this board; EERE 
That your committee have construed the terms in which the sub- . 
ject has been referred to them, ‘as inviting their attention, in aS) 
: ‘ Os te : ; f 


—_—~—__-- 
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will use no arguments at this board; but will confine themselves to 


_ the particular expediency of provision for a higher education of 


our daughters, at the public expense. 

And your committee think favourably of making an effort to this 
end, for the following reasons which are particular, as well as for 
the many reasons which are more general in their nature. 

In the first place, it would render more efficient, and, consequent- 
ly, more profitable to the city, the provision which has already 


been made for the public education of its daughters, 


As our public Grammar schools are now constituted, some of 
the finest scholars in the girls’ department are seen in the first 
class, at the age of eleven or twelve years, by the side of girls of 
fourteen or fifteen years old, who have been rather tolerated in the 
first class, either from courtesy to their age, or from pity to their 
unsuccessfal efforts, than entitled to a place there, on the score 
of their good scholarship. As the class must, on the present sys+ 
tem of organization, move on together, the former are continually 
held in check, that the latter may keep in their company; and, as 
the masters have neither time nor authority to go with them into 
higher studies, it is easy to see, what is of every day’s occur- 


_ rence, that the more sprightly girls find it difficult to fill up their 
_ hours profitably to themselves; and are in constant danger of fall- 


ing into habits of inattention, and mental dissipation; a danger 
which now presses upon them for two or three of the last years 
that they are allowed their seats in the public schools. Now, by the 
school proposed, this evil, which’ is a very serious one, would be 
obviated. The same field would be opened in this school, for the 
girls, as has, for a few years, been so successfully opened in the 
English High School, for the boys in the Grammar schools. An. 
object would be presented of honourable ambition, and of lively 


_ Competition, to the misses who are now condemned to two, and 
, Sometimes three years, very inadequately and unprofitably employ- 


ed; and those indolent habits of mind might be avoided, which itis 


_ So.much more easy to prevent than to correct. 


Secondly, the school contemplated seems to your committee 
to be particularly expedient for this city, in respect to the impulse 
that would be given by it to the whole machinery of our public in- 
struction, through the medium of the Primary schools. 

These schools are daily gaining the confidence of the communi- 


_ty, and, consequently, are daily furnishing a greater and greater 


proportion of the children to our Grammar schools. Of course, 
it is of continually increasing importance that these first schools 


, should be taught by those who are themselves well educated, 
..“They are, and. probably will be, taught exclusively by women; and 


it is doing no injustice to the city, or to the gentlemen who so faith- 
fully superintend these «schools, to say, that they are not always 
able to find women qualified as they ought to be, to take charge of 
these very interesting public institutions. A school like that now 
in contemplation, would certainly and permanently furnish teachers 


for the Primary schools, competent in every respect to render the. 


city efficient service; and especially in this respect, that they will 


_ have gained, by their own experience, a thorough knowledge of our 
whole system of public instruction, and the relations of its several 


parts to each other. Thus, the city will insure to itself a greater 


~ excellence and uniformity in the Primary schools, than is possible 


at present, and be always able to recur to its own resources, to 
meet its own wants;—exhibiting thus, in morals—what has been so 
long a desideratum in mechanics—a piece of machinery that, by 


_ its own operation, produces the powér by which itself is driven. 


Thirdly, your committee think a school-such as is proposed, par- 
ticularly expedient to this city, in regard to the experiment that 
might be made in it, of the practicability and usefulness of monito- 
nal or mutual instruction; or, at least, of so much of that system as 
on experment would be found to accord with the genius and habits 


_ of our community, That something of this system might be intro- 


duced into all our public schools, to the benefit of the schools and 
to the pecuniary advantage of the city, your committee can hardly 
doubt. One experiment has been made, and made successfully. 


But there were considerations which prevented the carrying of that 


system up from the school in which it was tried, into the higher - 
public schools. The same system, with some qualifications, has 
been under successful experiment in a subscription school, com- 


posed of the daughters of our most respectable families; and your 
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_ introduced into a female High School, as would prove to the public 


in this city, that the same might be carried into our Grammar and 
Reading schools, at least, to great advantage. At any rate, a satis- 
factory experiment might be made. Should it fail, as it hardly can, 
the city will lose inothing but the time and comparatively trifling 
expense of making it; and should it succeed, the city will secure to 
itself the better instruction of one third more children than are now 
instructed, and at probably one third less expense. 

Your committee are not sure that it falls within the spirit of their 
commission to present a statement of the studies which should be 
pursued in the proposed institution. But, without attempting a par- 
ticular statement, or a definite arrangement, of the studies,—leav- 
ing that duty to a future committee, should the city think favourably 
of the project,—your committee would beg leave to recommend, 
in general, that in the female High School should be taught reading; 
writing words and sentences from dictation; English grammar, em- 


bracing frequent exercises in the composition, transposition, and | 


resolution of sentences; composition, to be taught systematically, 
and to be a regular exercise in all the classes; rhetoric; geography, 
ancient and modern, embracing the use of maps and globes, ele- 
ments,of geometry, so far as is necessary to the construction of 
maps, and to the study of natural philosophy; arithmetic, inte llect- 
ual and written; book-keeping by single entry; general history; 
history of Greece, Rome, England, and the United States; natural 
philosophy, with as much of chemistry as would be useful in do- 
mestic economy; moral philosophy; natural theology; and astron- 
omy. 

Of these studies, however, your committee would recommend 
that some be required, and others only permitted, as tokens of merit 
and incitements to industry; thus opening, in this school, what this 
is intended to open to all the Grammar schools of the city, a course 
of higher instruction, as an object of honourable emulation, and the 
most unexceptionable reward of industry. 

Having spoken thus of the general character of the school, and 
of the considerations which, in their opinion, render the establish- 
ment of it particularly expedient, your committee would, in the 
second place, state briefly their views of the practicability of estab- 
lishing it. 

To this there can be but one objection,—that of expense. But 
your committee are persuaded that this is not an insuperable ob- 
stacle to the effecting of an object, which seems to be so impor- 
tant to the best interests, and to one of the most cherished objects, 
of the citizens of Boston.—their system of public education. -In- 
deed, in this’ respect, the present seems to be an auspicious moment; 
and, on close examination, the school will not be so expensive, as it 
might, at first, be supposed. For,.in respect to a house, no new 
one would be required, for the first year, at least, of the school’s 
operation.” 

* * * * * ‘ * * * * * 

“ In regard to the other source of expense, that of teachers; this, 
also, it is believed, will be less formidable than may be apprehend- 
ed, It is intended, indeed, to place the master‘of this school, in 
respect to his salary, upon a level with the respective masters of 
the Latin and English High Schools. But for the first year, cer- 


_ tainly, the master is to be the only instructer recognised by the 


city; and, as it is intended to conduct the school, in a degree at 
Jeast, upon the system of mutual instruction, the ratio between the 


- 


_ committee are persuaded that, under the control of a master of © 
judgement and genius, so much of that system might be profitably 


ae 
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School for females, upon the plan of ‘ monitorial or,mutual instruc- 


» tion,’ report; 


number of teachers and of scholars will always be much less than 


in either of the schools last mentioned. 

But, in regard to the expense at which the contemplated school 
is to be instituted and sustained, your committee think the same 
remark may be made of this, as of all our other public schools. 
When liberally supported, they more than support themselves. They 


are a source, not of honour only, but of pecuniary profit, to the 


city; for, taking into view—as. an enlightened policy does take 
into view—the whole period during which these institutions exert 
their influence upon the community, they more than indemnify the 
city for the expense of their maintenance, in that the knowledge 
they diffuse through the great mass of the population, throws open 
new and wider fields to enterprise, gives higher aims to ingenuity, 
and supplies more profitable objects to industry. 

For these reasons in particular, as well as for those of a more 


That they have given this interesting subject the consideration, 
which its importance seemed to demand; and that your committee 
are persuaded, that it will be greatly for the interest and honour of 
the city, to establish the proposed female school upon the plan re- 
ported by a sub-committee, and accepted in the School Committee, 
on the 22d. June last; and your committee recommend that suit- 
able measures be taken to establish the said school, with as little 
delay as possible.” — 


* * * * * * * ¥* * 


‘In regard to the resolution of the City Council, on the 25. ult. 
directing your committee to consider and report upon the expedi- 
ency of introducing the system of ‘ monitorial or mutual instruction’ 
into all the Grammar schools of the city,—your committee have duly 
considered the subject, and are of the opinion that any immediate 
or sudden change in the system of instruction at present pursued, 
would be attended with many important difficulties, and have the 
tendency to put at hazard the high reputation which our public 
schools have so justly acquired. If the female school, now pro- 
posed, should be successful, the other schools would gradually, and 
very naturally, fall into this system, if found, on experiment, to be 
the best. Your committee are, therefore, of the opinion that it is 
inexpedient to make the change suggested, for the present. 

Respectfully submitted. 


Per order of the committee, J. BeLLows.”’ 


The following report was read and accepted in the Common Council, Sept. 26. 


“Tue committee, to whom were referred a communication from 
the School Committee, recommending the establishment of a High 
School for females, and the report of a joint committee of the City 
Council on that subject, and who have also been directed to con- 
sider the expediency of introducing the monitorial system of in- 


_ struction into all the Grammar schools in this city, respectfully 


report; 
That your committee think it expedient that a High School for 


_ females be established, pursuant to the recommendation of tix: 
- School Committee, and that the City Council adopt the resolve, 


accompanyirig this report, appropriating for that object the sum of 
two thousand dollars, for the present year. 

The School Committee advise that this school for females should 
be conducted on the system of monitorial or mutual instruction, 
which your committee highly approve.—Being a new school, this 
system of instruction may be introduced into it, without causing 
any of the inconveniences which might possibly arise in a long 
established school, from a sudden and entire change in the whole 


' system of instruction and discipline—This mode of instruction 


will be peculiarly appropriate in the High School for females, inas- 
much as many, who will attend it, will not only acquire there an 
education for themselves, but will also learn the art of teaching 
others.—All the instructers of the Primary schools are females; and 
it cannot be doubted that, hereafter, many of them will be selected 


_ from those taught at the female High School. 


So far as the public have been able to become acquainted with 
the monitorial system of instruction in this city, it is believed that 
they have every reason to be well satisfied with it; and if further 
evidence as to its usefulness be necessary, the present appears to 
be a suitable opportunity for obtaining it. \ 

With regard te the expediency of immediately introducing the 
monitorial system of instruction into all the Grammar schools in the 
city,—highly as your committee think of that system,—we cannot 


- but doubt whether so important .a change should be made suddenly, 


and to the extent proposed. 

Such is the present state of our public schools, that no material 
injury can result from delaying, for a while, the abandonment of 
the present system of instruction for another; which, while we be- 
lieve it will be found more useful and less expensive than the 


. present system, ought perhaps to be more thoroughly tested before 


general nature, which cannot fail to suggest themselves to the © 


minds of the gentlemen at this board, your committee are of opinion 
that it is expedient and practicable to institute a public school, for 
the instruction of the female children of the city, in the higher 
pranches of science and literature, and accordingly recommend to - 
this board the adoption of the following resolution: 

Resolved, That the Mayor, as chairman of the School Committee, 
be requested to lay this report before the City Council, and ask of 
that honourable body the appropriation of two thousand dollars for 
the present year, to carry into effect the object herein proposed. 

Tuomas Wetsi, Jr. for the committee.” 


Extracts from the report of « joint committee of the City Council, read and accept- 
ed in the board of Aldermen, August 22. 1825. 


“The committee appointed on the 25. ult. to take into consider- 
ation the report of the School Committee on the subject of a High 


being universally adopted.—And your committee believe that we 
may very safely rely on the intelligence and vigilance of the School 
Committee, that this system of instruction will be recommended by 
them; and we doubt not that it will be adopted, as soon as may be, 
with advantage to the public. 

We, therefore, deem it inexpedient, at this time, to extend the 
system of monitorial or miutual instruction into all the Grammar 
schools in the city. 

J. R. Avan, for the committee.” 


\ 


Ciry or Bosron.—Common Council, Sept. 26. 1825. 


Resolved, That the sum of two thousand dollars be, and the same 
is hereby appropriated for the purpose of establishing a High 
School for females, pursuant to a report accepted by the School 
Committee on the twenty-second day of June last, and communi- 
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catéd to the City Council,—which school shall be located in such 
place as the School Committee shall designate. 
This resolve, being twice read, passed. 
Sent up for concurrence. 


In the board of Aldermen, Oct. 10, 1825. 
Read and concurred. 
é, Jostan Quincy, Mayor. 


- 


The preceding documents exhibit the views of the different de- 
partments of the city government, in establishing the High School 


_ for Girls, and the general principles upon which it is to be organ- 


ized and conducted. Without confining the instructer to any pre- _ 


scribed system, they authorize him to introduce monitorial instruc- 
tion, so far as it may be found profitable and expedient, The 


_ application of this principle in a school devoted exclusively to the 


higher branches of education, must be very much a thing of ex- 


_ periment. There is no precedent applicable in every respect. 


| in all the common branches of an English education. 


The pupils are not to be initiated, from their earliest childhood, 
into the mysteries of mutual instruction; but are to be received, at an 
advanced age, and after they have been taught, in the old manner, 
It would 
have been impracticable to prescribe the details of a system appli- 


_ cable to such a school; and they have been judiciously left to be 


determined by experience. 
The following extracts from the report of a committee, consisting 


_ of Messrs. Quincy, Blake, Hayward, Pierpont and Bean, exhibit 


the course of instruction to be pursued in the school, and the gene- 
ral regulations for its government. The report was accepted at a 
meeting of the School Committee, held Oct. 26. 1825. 

“The committee on the subject of the establishment of a higher 


_ school for female children, have had under their consideration, 


== 


_ til otherwise ordered by the School Committee. 


the matter referred to them, and ask leave to report: 


“Among the points necessary to be considered in the organization 
of the school in question, the following have presented themselves 
to your committee; viz.—the qualifications for admission ‘to the 
school; first, in regard to age, and secondly, in regard to literary 
attainments; the time which the course of studies shall occupy; the 
order in which the studies shall be pursued; the time for the annual 
opening of the school; the hours of attendance upon its duties; the 
time to be allowed as holidays; the place where the school shall 
first be opened; the number of scholars for which accommodations 
shall at first be provided; and the time for the annual exhibitions 
of the school, 


Upon these points, your committee would propose that the can- ° 


didates for admission to this school shall be elevén, and not more 
than fifteen years of age; allowance, in particular cases, to be made 


according to the discretion of the School Committee; that they shalF 


be admitted on examination in those studies, which are pursued in 
the public Grammar schools of the city; and that the examination 
may be strict or otherwise, as the number of candidates shall hold 
relation to the accommodations provided for them:— 

That the course of studies in this, as in the English High School, 
shall be calculated to occupy three years :— 

That, in pursuance of the suggestion of the original report on 
this subject, some studies shall be required of all the scholars, and 
others allowed as evidences of honourable proficiency, and as mo- 


tives to higher efforts; and that the following be the studies of the — 


school, according to the order in which they shall be pursued, un- 


FIRST YEAR. 


“Required: No. 1. Reading—2. Spelling—3. Writing words and * 


sentences from dictation—4. English grammar,with exercises in the 
the same—5. Composition—6. Modern and ancient geography— 
7. Intellectual and written arithmetic—8. Rhetoric—9. History of 
the United States. 

Allowed: Logic, or botany. 


“h] SECOND YEAR. 





Required: Nos. 1, 2, 5, 6, 7, 8, continued—10, 
_-by single entry—11. Elements of 
| phy—13. General history—14. 
_ Natural Theology. 

Allowed: Logic, botany, demonstrative geometry, 
_ or French, 


geometry—1i2. Natural philoso- 
History of England—15, Paley’s 


THIRD YEAR. 


Required: Nos. 1, 5, 12, 15, continued—16. Astronomy—17, 
_ Treatise on the globes—18. Chemistry—19. History of Greece— 
20. History of Rome—21. Paley’s Moral Philosophy—22, Paley’s 
_ Evidences of Christianity. 
Allowed: Logie, algebra, principles of perspective, projection of 
maps, botany, Latin, or French. 


The allowed studies are to be pursued at the discretion of the 
master, with the sanction of the School Committee, 

The school shall be-opened on the second Monday of December 
annually, Candidates for admission shall be examined on the Fri- 
day and Saturday preceding the first Monday of that month, 


Francis J. Oxiver, President. 


algebra, Latin, — 


The hours of attendance upon the duties of the school, shall be 
, as follows. From the first Monday in April to the first Monday in 

October, from 8 to 12 A, M. and from 3 to 6 P. M.—and from the 

first Monday in October to the first Monday in April, from 9 A, 

M. to 2 P. M. 
_ The holidays shall be the same as in the Latin and English 
High Schools; excepting that Wednesday afternoon shall be sub- 
stituted for Thursday afternoon—and that the time between the last 
Thursday of November and the second Monday of December, shall 
_ be substituted for the week succeeding the Commencement at 
_ Cambridge. 

Accommodations shall be provided for 120 scholars, at least; 
and for more, if the room will allow it. 

The annual public exhibition of the school shall be on the day 
after the public exhibition of the girls in the several Grammar 
_ schools of the city, to wit, on the last Thursday of November an- 
nually, in the forenoon. 2 

Respectfully submitted for the committee, and by their order. 

Jostan Quincy, Chairman.” 


- 


At a meeting of the School Committee, held January 13. 1826, 
it was 

Voted, That the school instituted for the instruction of the female 
children of the city, in the higher departments of literature and 
science, shall be called The High School for Girls. 


Attest, Jno. Prrrront, Secretary. 


The examination of candidates for admission into this school, 
| was commenced on Wednesday, Feb. 22. by the sub-committee 
and Master, and continued through the three following days. The 
_ result was reported in numbers, without the names of the candidates, 
to the general board of the School Committee, where the principle 
of admission was determined. The duties assigned the examining 
committee, were equally delicate’ and laborious. Where so many 
were interested, where the respective claims of so many were to be 
_ ascertained and balanced, and where so many must inevitably be 
disappointed, they could hardly hope, with all their patience and 
impartiality, to give universal satisfaction, It is an ungracious 
_ office to discriminate between those whose attainments are nearly 
_ equal; especially where the decision is a matter of deep interest 
and concernment to the parties. In very many instances, too, on 
account of the delicacy and timidity natural to the age and sex of 
the candidates, in circumstances at once so novel and so trying, it 
required not a little address and perseverance, to ascertain, in a 
satisfactory degree, their respective attainments, After all, it can- 
not be supposed that exact and equal justice has been rendered to 
every individual; but it is certain that the committee laboured, with » 
untiring patience, faithfully to discharge the arduous duties, with 
which they had been intrusted. 
The whole number of candidates examined was 286: of these 
_ there were 37 between eleven and twelve years of age, 69 between 
iwelve and thirteen, 72 between thirteen and fourteen, 94 between 
fourteen and fifteen, and 14 who have attained the age of fifteen, 
since the second Monday of last December, and who were entitled 
to an examination as candidates, by a vote of the School Commit- 


. tee. It is to be regretted that the benefits of the school could not 


_ be offered to all, properly qualified for admission, of an age even 

_ More advanced; as they have had no previous opportunity, how- 
ever well disposed, to avail themselves of similar advantages. But 
this was thought inexpedient, as the rooms appropriated to the use ~ 


_ of the school could be made to accommodate but a limited number; 
_ and more extensive accommodations could. not be provided, with- 


out an expense of time and money, 
not justify. 
The candidates were examined in Reading, English Grammar, 


which the experiment might 


| Geography, Arithmetic and Writing; and in all these branches the 


examination was critical and thorough. Every individual was 
_ questioned in each of these studies, until the place in a scale previ- — 
_ ously fixed upon, to which her attainments entitled her, was ascer- 
tained with as much precision as the nature of the case admitted. 


' In the opinion of the committee, only 135 of the whole number 
Book-keeping | 


examined, were qualified for admission; and it was thought that 
the remainder might pass at least another year, profitably in 
the Grammar schools. All these were, therefore, received; al- 
though 122 was the greatest number that had been contemplated, 
and for which arrangements had been made. The scholars re- 
ceived into the school, were admitted on the principle of general 
scholarship. It is true, many have been excluded, whose attain- 
ments were very creditable both to themselves and their teachers 3 
but their privileges have only been suspended, for a few months, 
not taken from them. Inthe mean time, the Grammar : schools 


' will be open for their reception, where they may perfect themselves 


| in those studies in which they were found most deficient. 

_ A-regret has been expressed, that it was found inexpedient to 
extend the benefits of the High School for Girls, to those who were 
_ more than fifteen years of age. Females are permitted to retain 
their seats in the public Grammar schools, until the next annual 
_ exhibition after they shall have attained this age, and no longer. 
It is conceived that they might pass at least another year at school, 
_ profitably to themselves and beneficially to the community; for the 
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community is benefitted whenever any one of its members, however 
humble, makes a new acquisition in useful knowledge, It is not 
the policy of our institutions to furnish parents with an opportunity 
of sending their children to school for a given period, merely for 
the name of the thing, or to comply with the requisitions of the 
Statute-book. They have nobler views and higher aims. They 


are founded and supported on principles of liberal economy, and 


. contemplate a good rather than a cheap education. The public is 
_ interested that every individual acquire that degree of intellectual 
_ advancement precisely, which may best fit him for the duties of — 


his station, and for the various oflices of a good eitizen. Such is 
the spirit which pervades the provisions for public instruction in 
this city; and it is in accordance with the spirit of those institu- 
tions established by the Pilgrim Fathers. All agree that the money 
is well invested, which a parent judiciously expends.for the educa- 


tion of his children, The same is true in a community, It is re- 


paid, a hundred-fold, by the increased intelligence and enterprise ~ 


of its members. Leaving out of the question the higher conside- 
rations of moral and intellectual excellence, koth as regards indi- 
vidual character and the true dignity of the public, there can be 
no doubt that economy is mest etiectually studied, in the matter of 
juvenile education, by a generous and enlightened liberality. The 
community, that thoroughly educates all its children, obtains in 
morals, what Archimedes desired in physicks; and if i cannot 
raise the world, it may, at least, control its most valuable resources. 
The inflience of well-educated women may be less direct, but it 
is neither less abiding nor less beneficial, than that exerted by en- 
lightened men: for to them is left, im a great measure, the office of 
developing the faculties of infancy; and they give, in various ways, 
an impulse and direction to the character of youth, and habits of 
manhood. 

It has already been stated that thirty-seven candidates were ex- 
amined, who were under the age of twelve. As scholars will not 
be permitted to continue members of the school more than three 


years, this seems to be too early an age for them to enter: it was, ~ 


therefore, determined, at a meeting of the School Committee, held 
Feb. 28. that no scholar shall be admitted, hereafter, into the High 
Scheol for Girls, who is not fwelve years of age; and also that no 
one shall be allowed to continue there, beyond the next annual 
exhibition after she shall have arrived at the age of sizieen years. 


In many respects, this institution is an experiment; and it can- 
not be fairly tested, without patient and laborious exertions. A 
free school for the instruction of females, founded on principles so 
liberal, is in itself a novelty; but such a novelty argues well for the 


~number of pupils, 
only in the books used, but also in their order of succession. 


spirit and improvement of the age, and of the Community wherein — 


it is fostered. Although the correct literary education of females | 
is no longer regarded as a subject of comparatively little, or even of 
secondary importance; this is, perhaps, the first school, establish- 
ed by the public care and supported at the public expense, n which 
they may receive a systematical course of instruction in the higher 
departments of literature and science. Much depends, therefore, 
on the success of this experiment; and it is confidently hoped that 
the public may not be disappointed in their expectations. It will 
not be supposed that a school of more than a hundred and thirty 
scholars, who have been accustomed to almost every variety of | 
instruction and discipline to be found in the public and private 
schools of the city, can be organized on principles with which they 
are wholly unacquainted, and put into complete and successful 
operation, at its very commencement, by a single instructer. 
Much time will be required to ascertain, with any considerable de- 
gree of accuracy, the respective powers and attainments of such a 
whose studies have been widely different, poo 
the indulgence be granted, which these circumstances seem to 
demand, there can be no doubt that the success of the school will 
fully meet all the reasonable hopes and wishes of its friends. 

An account of the peculiarities in the plan of government and 
instruction to be adopted, will not now be expected. The arrange- 
ments of the school, in these respects, are not yet fully matured. 
Indeed, as the spirit of improvement is at work in the business of 
education, with unprecedented earnestness and success, it is hoped 
that many valuable alterations may be introduced, from time to 
time, and incorporated into the method of teaching to be pursued; 
for it is the part of wisdom to neglect no suggestion, really useful 
and valuable, under whatever name or as a component part of 
whatever system, it may come before the world. 
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